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Irrigation and Water Workshop Series

Brown Bag Lunch at WSU Mount Vernon NWREC

12:00-1:00 (unless noted below)

Beverages and dessert will be served
Big Gun vs Boom Irrigation Systems  April 10, 12:00-1:00. Don McMoran, WSU Extension Skagit County, Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Educator

This presentation will compare the typical big-gun irrigation systems with a new boom type irrigation system for uniformity, water application efficiency, and cost advantages or disadvantages. Don completed a comparison study of big-gun and new boom irrigation systems in Skagit and Whatcom Counties in the summer of 2007.  

Climate Change Impacts on water supply and agriculture April 28, 12:00-1:00. Jeremy Little, UW Climate Impacts Group, and Chad Kruger, WSU Center for Sustaining Agriculture and Natural Resources (CSANR) Interim Director.  
We will discuss the likely future impacts of climate change on water resources including glaciers, snow pack, rivers, aquifers, and precipitation patterns. The presentation will include hydrographs of current western Washington watershed systems with a discussion of “managed” and “unmanaged” stream flows, and likely changes in the short and long term. We will also  discuss impacts on irrigated agriculture and adaptation in agricultural systems.

Rust Never Sleeps: ways to deal with iron in drip irrigation water  June 2, 12:00-1:00. Tom Walters, WSU Small Fruit Specialist
Iron and iron bacteria are the most common irrigation water problems in western Washington. This presentation will discuss how to test your water for iron, and what to do if the test values are high. Examples will be provided of how to deal with iron in the water, and also methods for obtaining further information will be shared. 
Ag Weather Net  June 17, 11:00-12:00. Gary Grove, WSU Plant Pathologist, and Bob Krebs, WSU Agweathernet Program Manager, WSU Prosser IAREC


The Ag Weather Net system is available on-line and is free to registered users. This presentation will provide an overview of the information that can be obtained through the system and how this information can be used to schedule irrigation and forecast diseases. Also discussed will be particular needs of growers in Northwest Washington and how these needs can be met by Ag Weather Net.

Boom Irrigation Field Day  July 1, 12:00-1:00. Don McMoran, WSU Extension Skagit County, Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Educator, and Darren Morrison, Morrison Farms
Meet at the WSU Mount Vernon NWREC and drive together to a grower’s field to observe the boom irrigation system in action. Observe the boom irrigation system in the field and learn about field, water and equipment management issues.  Question and answer period with the grower.
Drip Irrigation Systems in Vegetable Systems  July 9, 12:00-1:00.  Troy Peters, WSU Irrigation Extension Specialist. 
Hands-on field demonstration of a vegetable drip irrigation system including an overview of primary components and issues. Irrigation timing and amounts will be discussed with a focus on moisture monitoring. Question and answer period including troubleshooting common problems. 
Drip Irrigation Systems in Vegetable Systems  July 10.  Troy Peters, WSU Irrigation Extension Specialist.  
As part of the all-station tour we will provide an overview of vegetable drip irrigation systems. Drip irrigation for vegetable production is new to the region and growers and Extension faculty/staff are not generally familiar with its operation and utility. 
Food Safety Concerns with Irrigation Water  July 16, 12:00-1:00. Karen Killinger, WSU Food Safety Specialist

Human pathogens can enter the food stream through several avenues, including irrigation water and wash water. This presentation will discuss food safety concerns of agricultural water, including most common issues, good management strategies, and how and where to have water tested, and appropriate tests for water quality measurement.
Drip Irrigation Systems in Home Orchards  August 9, 2:00-3:00. Kristan Johnson, Western Washington Fruit Research Foundation, and Gary Moulton, WSU Fruit Horticulturalist.

Drip irrigation systems are common in commercial and home orchards throughout the region. This presentation will provide an introduction to primary orchard irrigation system components, set up, maintenance, timing, and most common problems.
